
Commission of Persons with Disabilities 
List of Previous Award Recipients 

 
Governor’s Award 
1994 – Rhonda Regenwether, Cedar Rapids 
1995 – R. Creig Slayton, Des Moines 
1996 – Phillippe Gallant, Des Moines 
1997 – Karen Ackerman, Alison 
1998 – Scott Van Der Millen, Corning 
1999 – Gary McDermott, Clinton 
2000 – Harry E. (Gene) Van Grevenhof, Fort Dodge 
2001 – Theresa J. Uchytil, Urbandale 
2002 – Dan Harmon, Keokuk 
2003 – Dr. Mildred H. Wood 
2004 – Julia Scurr, Coralville 
2005 – Loretta TenPas (posthumously), Des Moines 
2006 – Robert Stensrud, Des Moines 
2007 – Steven J. Faulkner, Mason City 
2008 – none 
 

Distinguished Service Award 
1994 – Evonne Blankers, Sioux City 
1995 – Jim Derner, Sioux City 
1996 – Cherie Clark, Cedar Rapids 
1997 – Julie Cardwell 
1998 – Matthew Sunlin, Cedar Rapids 
1999 – Fredrick P. Wegner, Des Moines 
2000 – Porter Dimery, Sr. 
2001 – none 
2002 – Dr. Richard Owens 
2003 – Dr. Tom Walz 
2004 – Dave Neises, Dubuque 
2005 – St. Paul Lutheran Church, Clinton 
2006 – Jennifer Gribble, Des Moines 
2007 – Darwin Larson Ph.D., Glenwood 
2008 – Cletus Rooney, Waukon 
 
 



Large Employer of the Year 
1994 – Kirkwood Community College, Cedar Rapids 
1995 – Quaker Oats, Cedar Rapids 
1996 – APAC Teleservices, Cedar Rapids 
1997 – Rockwell Automation Sumner Operations 
1998 – Wal-Mart, Mason City 
1999 – Wal-Mart, Council Bluffs 
2000 – United Parcel Services 
2001 – KATECHO, Inc. 
2002 – Sears (accepted by Wanda Conway) 
2003 – Hy-Vee Food Stores – (accepted by Jim Scott, Corporate) 
2004 – Mediacom, Des Moines 
2005 – Farner-Bocken, Carroll 
2006 – Hy-Vee Inc. – West Des Moines 
2007 – Stoney Creek Inn, Mason City 
2008 – Sodexo Campus Services, Davenport 
 
 
 

Small Employer of the Year 
1994 – Alburnett Veterinary Service, Alburnett 
1995 – Hy-Vee, Sioux City 
1996 – Wells Fargo Guard Services, Sioux City 
1997 – Western Iowa Homes and Equipment 
1998 – Eagle Communications, Fort Dodge 
1999 – Miller and Meier Limb & Brace, Inc. 
2000 – Hy-Vee, Red Oak 
2001 – Dave’s Super Valu 
2002 – Wild Bill’s Coffee Shop – Tom Gilsenan 
2003 – Capital Cab – Randy Sackett 
2004 – Dennis Buffington, Marshalltown 
2005 – Harlan Pizza Ranch 
2006 – Millennium therapy Rehabilitation & Consulting Service, Independence 
2007 – Quillin’s Food Ranch, Waukon 
2008 – New Beginnings Day Care, Madrid 
 
 
 
 



Commissioners’ Award  
1995 – Erwin Frerichs, Des Moines 
1996 – Mary Jo Street, Des Moines 
1997 – Andy Brenner 
1998 – Ellen Sokolowski, Carroll 
1999 – August (Gus) Cordero, Des Moines 
2000 – Sherri L. Clark 
2001 – Patrick O’Hearn, Davenport 
2002 – Jean Samson 
2003 – none 
2004 – Richard Grose, Creston 
2005 – Leonard Sandler, Iowa City 
2006 – Diane Gesiriech, Estherville 
2007 – Dorene Rusk, Creston 
2008 – Doug Keast, Des Moines 

 
 
 
Local Committee 
1994 – Citizens’ Committee for People with Disabilities, Cedar Rapids 
1995 – Citizens’ Disability Council, Des Moines 
1996 – none 
1997 – Siouxland Committee for the Handicapped 
1998 – none 
1999 – none 
2000 – none 
2001 – none 
2002 – Coalition for People with Disabilities, Fort Dodge 
2003 – none 
2004 – Citizens for People with Disabilities, Cedar Rapids 
2005 – Citizens’ Disability Council, Des Moines 
2006 – none  
2007 – CASE: Career And Self-Exploration Team 
2008 – none 
 
 
 
 



 

Media Award 
1995 – New Hampton Newspapers and Sioux City Journal 
1996 – Christy Johnson, Sioux City 
1997 - none 
1998 – Options of Linn County – Print 
1998 – Iowa Department for the Blind – Electronic 
1999 – William Mendenhall 
2000 – none 
2001 – Polk County Health Services – Strategic America 
2002 – Paul Menzel, Des Moines  
2003 – none 
2004 – Farm Bureau Spokesman, Iowa Falls 
2005 – Waukon Standard Newspaper, Waukon 
2006 – none 
2007 – none 
2008 – Erin Kiernan, WHO-TV Des Moines 
 
 

Youth  Award 
1995 – Mark Gardner, Ames 
1996 – none 
1997 – Melissa Wiegand 
1998 – Robin Flory – Sioux City 
1999 – none  
2000 – Amber Roepke 
2001 – Hope Avery, Des Moines 
2002 – Seth Cooper, Cedar Rapids 
2003 – Ashley Learch, Anamosa 
2004 –Joshua Cross, Des Moines (co-winner) 
2004 – Darrel Kirby, Colesburg (co-winner) 
2005 – Steve Decker, Dubuque 
2006 – none 
2007 – Kyler Prunty, Creston 
2008 – Joel & Neal Rydberg, Des Moines 
 
 
 
 



Best Accessible Design Award 
1997 – OPN Architects, Inc. 
1998 – none 
1999 – FEH Associates, Inc. 
2000 – none 
2001 – Marriott Hotel Downtown 
2002 – Shelly McCafferty and Doug Boothroy 
2003 – Easter Seal Society, Inc.– Jon Hagen, Chuck Larson, Tony Wernimont, 
Pat Beierschmitt and Dave Neises 
2004 – Ben Moore, Iowa City 
2005 – Woodruff Design – Dirck Westercamp, Ames 
Discontinued this category 
 
 

Entrepreneur Award 
2005 – Cindy Lawler, Carnarvon 
2006 - none 
2007 – Anna B. Bradley – Criterion 508 Solutions, Inc., Johnson 
2008 – Marvin Van Beek, Inwood 
 
 

Award of Merit 
1996 – Mark & Lois Van Tuyl, Sioux City 
 
 

Award of Appreciation  
2000 – Edward Winter (for outstanding and dedicated service) 
 
 

Outstanding Achievement Award 
2001 – Brandi McCauley 
 
 

Commission Room Naming Honoree 
2007 – Evelyne Jobe Villines 


